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‘But not only is:
the abolition societics
of place at the north§
‘pasitively and greatly fir
of emancipation itselfl; but as it actually ex-
ists, it is productive ofjothier evils of no lit-
tle magnitude. This|L jbarely ‘suggesied in
my letters, without tréspassing on your tiine
to'tell how or where.| Bhall 1 now be per-
minted to dwell 2 mowmept on one out of ma-
ny of these. Though|Ilhavé not met wjlh
it in print, yet I presaine it must often have
occurred to your own| thoughts, on your
wi&efql pillow, wheén| as a minister of -the!
gospel, a watchman o
nnil ofthe harmony
churches, you have a
causes that distract th
Redeeémer, and which
the usefulnessof their mlinisters.  Tell me,
3 m; dear brother, whethér, in those hours'of
fearful  pondering, o can, even fre-
specting your own self) console your agx-
ious heart with the belief, that you shall be
the-tneans of saving ag many souls as you

shguld if there had b no such ,movye-

d not only is!it
jurious tofthe cause

ously pondered tbe
churches of our

ments as these in our ¢onmunity 2 1 will
not here ask, whether
juit as much and just
fully,and perfectly pe

u have preached
well, and just |as
wrmed all the other

duties of a faithful pagter.  Suppose you

have. Still can you believe it has all l)3e|1
| to just.as good purpesd? and that as many
| soyls have been converted and as many ed-
ified by it;as if this .agltating, engrossipg;
‘esl 'aqgin,é,'_l_new'l-m?ﬂa uing question of ab-
olition measures hatl pever been heard of ?
, Iy deur-ln‘mheh ? '

you - will ne{cr
| angyer this question in the affirmative, nev-

e

Jer! Noryion matne reflection, will proba-
l , ringfield Hls?oni/ Spring#
) 1I0USanUs "o

any, ofher °3?°a“"ﬁﬁ‘i’i |

| Id,‘.l\!ﬂ?o"
.| ministers |in the [ree st

es, to “say wnothing

ion, a lover of souls '
il welfare of the!

ch action as that of |
uncalled for and out |

nder and paralyze ‘



ot'the others in our land. It is hut lately,

. . i e Vhe T
e 1 med seitly & boUber. a4 sbintry
¥Q iad

anttown, wihio put to -me fthe
anxions question, ¢ whaf shall [ do in my
perplexing condition 2{1 have some revival
amtong my people s bugithe abolition ques-
Sonis steongly pusheyl, and some are nnx-
Hious for me to take it Ip, amdd some for me
toletit alone. | fear it "ilhlustrnyllm work,’
&c. [ ueed not repeat ity reply. It is enough
for youand me to kndw, that his case is
probably hy*the type of most, if not allithe
other cases where therg is ‘any revival at

or those many fiehls,

this time.  And, alas,

once like the garden  af God, onh  whicl ‘

there has been neither fain nor dew for (hese |

last five years!  Not t¢ auribute all, nor

 half; 1o this single |mle|l cause, yet who
great cause of all

| will deny that it is o
 this fearful barrenness?  And a still deeper
places already to

'sigh for those numerotts
| be found, which are ad nally made destitue
cof any minister at all, &r are kept so by ntile
lm-,l'mn of tiiis cause! Do you not know of
l tninisters who have been dit«‘missed either
‘becanse they esponisedione stde or the pth-
rer of this question ? orjelse 'would espouse
neither side? 1f not, § can | polnt you 1o,
wnore than one.  And wherd is the vncant!

parish, in'quest of a partichilar candidate,
and all ears are not opgn 1o learn, whether!
he is an abolitionist 2 | And from this cq 1se,
hew many ministers afe keyjt from field of!
usefulnens wjticlﬁtguey woulld otherwise oc-
cupy. My situation cpmpells me to fhear
more of tliis than somé may But you 'may
have heard enough 1o |fill the soul with un-
utterable grief. And why? to what pur
pose is all this loss |of gsefulness ? and ' los 5
of souls? andiwho is -
and when is it to end :
agitate,” is the only res
the “lecturers. .

stili keep up the

0o

gitate, agitate
of somé o

y others; bhu
reasyres,
they, ‘,fc, d g

heed to the man that qhestions their utility.

rtesy of the




And when 1, or any oife
goad inen to  Dags 1 for Ings:tgvesgmgsfglgt
reflect on the consdqudnces pf  th

I8 “cpurse
to the souls of thousang ong ‘out’ | 0w

brethiren in these State! n of tensof thou-
sands among the s

'of knowledge is’ thus thken
to he regarded as ;Al to |humap ty?»amli

that

A Gils 1o com
lhrongmg mevuahl y such measures
and believing, cangot Jt speak ? and spea

our full convictio , 0}| a theme 80 re-
mendous ? - Trémenddus beyond concep-
tion, indeed d i M bl gromfrs e ShERE Win-

dered hy these #mares,, and churches

e ventures to entreat




mar ed, and souls kept back frong !y
11, being BBV b ed e vitfer Ve
this subject, you have not yet regnighe .
this light, may I be permitted 'to) eitgeat of
| you 10 devote at least a few houfs
'solemn consideration of the presf

effects on the welfare of our churd

the salvation of men. The themegs. surely
{ worth the meditation of any migister, for a
|| day, a month, a year, if need be. {I know
jyou will not ¢ast it behind | yout [back. 1

||ask agaiu,, is not your own immediate spir-

itunl usefudness impeded by this |siate of
!lhihgs? Do not proofs of it meef you

)

tlevery warh ?° I do not put the ‘question be
| cange I'khow dny thing of the pregent state
of your people, for I do not. Nor nt all on
the score of your beiig an abolitionist.—
This, for aught I know, may have rendered
the evil less in your particuiar case.: . Noy
do I wish you to answer such a quigstion to
me, or to any other man. But if you have
reason'to believe that some of you} people,
on the one side of this question, do|not hear
you with'the same favorable ear they once
| dids. and some on the other side, have be-
comeﬁessldevout or lessanxious for salva-
{ tion as they have become tnore zcalous on
I abolition ; and that notone on eithier side
has become more serious or more (icvout in'
| consequence of these measures, I am sure
your eyes will run down withi tears. You'!
L il pray that these days may be shortened ;
at least among the people with whom you'
’txre to stand before the judginent sent.— And
f you find s‘rqh the fact in your own case, |

otwithstanding all your care to, guard .

gainst the evil, what may vou{supppse it in'
the case of other minjsters ? “and especially
‘with those who have not taken the side
vhich you have thought the safest [andgthe
t? Nay}j what do you know it! tof be’
vith a great many on|each side of the qifes-
on? and with perhaps an_equal nuoJger,’
vho woulll"fiel " ZEa 1ot sty espoust  cither
ide 2 And from this survey, can you be-
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 lieve that there are many * pastors an our

WhO'e lﬂn((,'ﬁrtgf l!lw‘ﬁese!?no pglr%ﬁeld%!se S‘gxmgglﬁ MKUI'
the last five yems, 1ave been fwus' miuch
spiritual benefit to their flocks, as they
wdl{h! have been, if siich measures had not
been thoughtief ?—Next look at the gharch--
' Many ofthem rent by violent ifaction
.on hissubjeet; if not already ruined hroth-
er scl rayed against brother, and | 80INE ren:x
to Igue and devour one another,.—Then logk .
at the churches that are either deprijved (ﬁ'
tinelr ministey or prevented from uniging i
the settlement of one, because they anndt
z*n‘pe on this question ; some of the | mem
hers clamnoreus for all; almlmonlst and
n e perhaps strongly set against such g
lll Vs and sober comittee men at; their
| ifs-end, in o case 8o perplexln . And lf
t n is not equully the case in all desumte
ln r(,hes yet where will you find a single
oi pl’ete exception f—Again§ look at the
astors already settled, and see how |many
ire at this moment in fearful doubt wheth-
r tbley can he useful much|’ lonwer where
ey are, let them be on which suley they
ay.—And look. yet again at the qeuled
astors, in th ur mutual relations to | each
her, and se lhe\course they are thkmg,‘
1d' the estrapgement of feeling nheadb' pro- |
ced betwe ‘Esome of them, and in a fear- 5
| way-ofbeing extended much furl?:er.—s -'
ne is lect‘u‘ ng at howme and abroad,lin fa- |
rof the societies, another, is speak ng as)
Atteely agajnst ihem anln third is begging |
earnestly to  permbited quietly to hald his
peace on the ghbject.t 'Now, however |wise-
ly and kindlyj you may manage this hing,
‘and thus retagn the full confidehde  of all
-your clerical ‘ewhbors, can it be suv osed
that younger and more unguarded birdthren
ill all do quite as well? And are they in
fict so doing [as to credte no estran mem
of feeling with lHo in whaose parishes they
? or froin Whl h th y keep at n dis unfe,
! ¢ use‘."%‘# yo“he% prwgﬂqﬁﬁlst mgfl Id MA
ahderstand 1 E’ g vou for Teeturing
‘abroad ; or others for alkﬁlg when nlfroad
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This is not the present point.  But I say,
that here mumsssanmn{urmhsargg.emlwla,r.nglmsml-
feady produced feelings in the hearts of
clerical brethrey tow.uds each dther, which
are fitted deeply to' injure their mumul
canfidence and their-usefulhess, as.| well as
their peace:  And how or where tlns evil
is to stop, I know not. . |
In connexion wich the evils thmbroughl
on the ministers andechurches at | home, |
might very properly allude to the dwemmn
"Tunds from some of the noblest Christian
nterpr ises in which these churches aT'e en-
rrml, and even the direct npposumn madle
some of them, as that of foreign mlaalons,
f‘in instance ; and that, too, in this time of
exireme need.  Butl Torbear to extend the
distressing picture.  But whe that prizes
Jerusalem above his chief joy, will not weep
at such a state of things® Aund what un-
|)1‘(‘_]III‘I(‘PG| mind will 1 be at least a litle
“apprehensive of the so@jlness of that sys-
temn of action' . which is§ fumrd so readily to
ahay itself against objee dear o lhe
heart of piety mia! to tlie |)ma~
perity of Zi n.—And, te the matter of
tyer, let mie just ask, wit movement has
there been in New Englund, in our ddy. ei-
ther among good men o bad men, wiich
has produced go great, * rapld so perva-
djng a mischidf to the cAuse of religion, as
it is? Such hindrhnce of other good things?
and snch direct and positive evit? such ma-
ligning of good men, and especially of the
ministers of the gospel.* And what has here
produced such diyisions of good men against
edch other! Is not|this the very thing E';m.h
the great adversay exults to see, if it be tot
indeed produced by him.
" {/But 1 must close this protracted commu-
Dication, 8 uld it leave some pious men
t0 pause nnd review their course, and con-
template prayerfully the sweeping range of
ese measures, I hape/the spirit of Gorl will
with EREH16° ETTde " g™ Withay "Gnd
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‘Jt eir | hearls 3 10 the wayithat

'shallapprove.




| | Should you, see fit again @ adddress’ me

through the press, | trust yoh will not

| mein an atiitwde WHES ™y fitire I? ence
rill.imply any chsresI)ect to. yourself.| I

ow leave many things unsaid’j and o not

ish 1o take time to say them. You {and I

anwrite ourslives away on so prqlific a|

ﬁll»?t. but I, as you say of  yourself] have

thes duties to perform, and gladly 1 leave "
| the thewe to other and abler pens. | |
1 4 ‘ Yours ‘most traly,

5 ' | . Rarru Emerson.
P. S., Since wrmng this commupnica-
tjon, 1 have met with the suggestion| that
the late tevival of religion in the Szmr]w:ch

et
~+ *If ¢ Mr, Garrison is not ostile to the Chris -
jan ministry,” as -you take | pains . say
: u\have no.evidence that he is, what bt t%

3! are his the'o Iy hard SpethGS



lands, i oot 45, bl oo
ments among s, are not' pre udi¢ial to re-

vivals. But the two cases/aré t similar,

‘as they haye no abolition ' societies there,
nor eyen any gbolition movemetits that we
know of, (excgpt that of preaching the gos-
pel,) for the purpose of ret ovingF the kind

of slavery that| exists in tha
if they have sugh societies,{for this purpose,
the case is still different “from' ours, and

i{ @

in our slave
tl mm#c‘).fbﬁn BQSH!& §Hﬁfiel¥ihﬁ'n’
ady assigne

islands.  And

States, whgre,
for reasons alr






